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Texas Sized Adventures at BTSR  
 
 
 
 

 
 

BUFFALO TRAIL SCOUT RANCH  
 

 Nestled in the heart of the beautiful Davis Mountains in West Texas, this 9,000-acre 

ranch is one of Americaôs premier High-Adventure council camps. The camp is nationally 

recognized and fully accredited by the Boy Scouts of America.  In operation since 1947, this 

beautiful ranch has met the needs of Scouts, Leaders, and their families for over 50 years. 

 

Millions of years ago, volcanic activity sent the Davis Mountains 6500+ feet above sea 

level.  Erosion of the calderas left the rocky peaks 2000 feet above the valley floors.  The 

igneous rocks formed some of the most beautiful canyons, highest peaks, and tallest cliffs in 

Texas.  Tall century plants, Spanish dagger, pinion pine, juniper, big tooth maple, yucca 

plants, cacti, and all kinds of wildlife fill the valleys and peaks of this beautiful ranch. 

 

 Opportunities abound for the newest Scout, the oldest Scout, and the Venturer.  Quality 

advancement, nature study, backpacking programs, horseback riding, rifle and archery, 

swimming and lifesaving name just a few of the exciting programs possible at the ranch.   
              
 All key adult staff members are graduates of the Boy Scouts of America's National 

Camp School and the youth staffs are trained and eager to assist your Scouts. The camp 

staff's objective is to offer a flexible and well-rounded program. 

 

 This guide is designed to help you and your troop BE PREPARED for a great summer 

camp experience. It is impossible to answer all of the questions you might have about BTSR, 

but hopefully the major ones will be addressed.  

 

 The fun and adventure of camping for a week with friends is a priceless experience for 

a Scout. BTSR camp fees are kept low because of volunteers and donations.  Every Scout 

attends the Buffalo Trail Scout Ranch (BTSR) because of the generosity of our financial 

donors and local United Way support. 
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Updates for 2012 
 

The following major updates have been made to the Leaderôs Guide for 2012.  Please read 

through these changes, especially if your Troop is coming back to BTSR in the summer of 

2012.  Minor changes, such as dates, cosmetics, switching pages, etc are not listed here.  

Only major changes are listed.  Any future updates will be listed on this page in the coming 

months as new programs are added or old programs updated.  Thanks for choosing BTSR!   

 

Changes Made        Pages 

 

Participant Fees Changed      6 

No Lunch Time Assemblies                                                             TBD 

NEW Adult Leaders Training Program                                            TBD 

Monday TEAM Spirit Hat Day                                                            TBD 

Thursday Night (Troop Free Time) Menu Changed                         TBD 

Troop Memory Books take place of Troop Photos                          TBD 

 

 

Other Pending Updates Include: 

New Merit Badges for Base Camp 

New Camp Menu 

Updated Leader Class Schedule ï Introduction To Outdoor Leader Skills, Wilderness                                                           

First Aid and other Adult Trainings. 

  

 
 
*Information in the 2012 BTSR Leader Guide is subject to change prior to your arrival.  Please 

check the website for updates to this guide.  This page will be your best reference for 

significant updates, including programs, schedules, guidelines, etc. 
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General Information 

 
The Buffalo Trail Council operates summer camp from June to August.  Each weekly session begins Sunday at 1:00 pm 

and ends Saturday at 10:00 am.  Dates of operation for 2012 are: 

 

June July   August  

STAFF June 2 Ɗ 9 Week 

4 

July 1 Ɗ 7 Week 8  Aug 5 - 11  

Week 

1 

June 10  Ɗ 16 Week 

5 

July 8  Ɗ 14   

Week 

2 

June 17  Ɗ 23  Week 

6 

July 15  Ɗ 21   

Week 

3 

June 24 Ɗ 30  Week 

7 

July 22 Ɗ 28    

 

LOCATION 
 BTSR is located in the heart of the Davis Mountains between Ft. Davis & Balmorhea State Park.  The camp is 
easily accessed off of Interstate 10 by exiting onto State Hwy. 17 South (Balmorhea State Park ï Ft. Davis Exit).  Follow 
Hwy. 17 through Balmorhea to the State Park in Toyahvale, TX.  Turn south after the state park to continue on Hwy. 17.  
Follow Hwy. 17 for 7 miles and turn west onto Ranch Road 1832.  BTSR is located at the very end of RR 1832, only 12 
miles to the end!  (See map on page 7 or for a Google map, see our website.) 

 

CONTACT THE BUFFALO TRAIL COUNCIL 
 

  Camp Director      Camp Registrar  
 

  Bill Houston               Eilda Pacheco 

  Buffalo Trail Council, BSA             Buffalo Trail Council, BSA  

  1101 W. Texas              1101 W. Texas  

  Midland, TX 79701              Midland, TX 79701  

  (432) 570 -7601              (432) 570 -7601  

  (432) 570 -7611  fax              (432) 570 -7611 fax  

  Bill.Houston@Scouting.org             Eilda.Pacheco@Scouting.org    
 

 

BUFFALO TRAIL SCOUT RANCH WEBSITE 
 For the latest information regarding BTSR, visit us at:  www.buffalotrailbsa.org  (Click on ñBTSRò) 

 

CAMP INSPECTION AND LICENSE 
 BTSR is inspected each year by the county and state health departments, and toughest of all, by the Boy Scouts 
of America.  BTSR has earned a ñNationally Accreditedò rating from the National Camping School, BSA for decades, and a 
perfect score the last 5 years.  All parts of camp meet or exceed all standards for facilities, health and safety, and program.  
The camp is licensed to operate by the State of Texas. 

 

SMOKING AND TOBACCO USAGE 
 THE BUFFALO TRAIL COUNCIL CAMPING COMMITTEE HAS ESTABLISHED A SPECIFIC SMOKING AREA. 
This area is located behind the dining hall and is for adult access only.  It is required by BSA policy that leaders who smoke 
do so ONLY in the designated area.  The use of tobacco in any form by underage campers is not allowed. 

mailto:Bill.Houston@Scouting.org
mailto:Eilda.Pacheco@Scouting.org
http://www.buffalotrailbsa.org/
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ALCOHOL, ILLEGAL DRUGS OR STIMULANTS 
 The consumption, possession or use of alcohol or illegal drugs or controlled substances while participating in the 
program of the Buffalo Trail Scout Ranch is not permitted.  We will enforce all local, state, and federal laws where 
violations involving the above are reported.  Violators will be asked to leave camp immediately. 

Fees and Payment Schedule 
 

CAMP FEES   

PROGRAM FEE 

Base Camp Youth  $30 0.00  

Base Camp Adults  $200 .00        

Outback Participants  $32 5.00                                   

Mountain Man Participants  $32 5.00  

Circle H Participants  $32 5.00  

Cavalry Participants  $32 5.00  

Cavalcade Horse Program Participants  $45 0.00  
 

FEE NOTES 

 Please note the fee structure for 2012.  Any previously printed material with other fee information is obsolete.  
Base Camp Youth and Adults pay a smaller fee for base camp programs, with adults having a discounted rate.  High 
Adventure participants pay the same fee of $325, while all Cavalcade participants pay the same fee of $450 each.  Troops 
committed to participating in the Cavalcade program MUST pay for a minimum of 10 riders, even if 10 riders do not show 
up to camp.  (Riders may be obtained from other Troops to fill any gaps.)  Additional riders added above the 10 pay $450 
each; however special requests must be made to add additional riders.   
 

CAMP RESERVATION FEE 

 A $250.00 Camp reservation fee will hold a Troop's campsite until February 1st, when the first payment is due. 
This reservation fee is NOT refundable if the Troop does not attend camp.  (The deposit is applicable to the Troopôs total 
camp fee.)  Units participating in Cavalcade are on a first-come, first-served basis.  A $500 deposit per Cavalcade 
reserved will be due upon submittal of reservation form.  Cavalcade deposits are non-refundable, non-transferable.  
 

Please note that base camp slots fill up VERY quickly at Buffalo Trail Scout Ranch, and space is limited during 

each week of camp.  Backcountry programs area also very popular, and are limited to 20-24 persons per program, 

except Outback Hiking, which has room for 48-60 backpackers.  Please get your reservations in early in order to 

secure your spots! 

 

If during the course of the week a participant must drop out of the CAVALCADE, MOUNTAIN MAN, OUTBACK, 

CIRCLE-H, or CAVALRY programs for any reason, he/she can return to the base camp to participate in activities 

that have space for more participants.  There will be NO refund or adjustment of fees because of this change. 
 

FEE PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
To hold your troop campsite reservation the following payment schedule must be met. 

 

LATEST Payment Date            Youth - Base              Adult - Base Outback / Mtn. Man / 

Circle H / Cavalry            

Cavalcade *  

February 1st                   $100(per youth)          $75 (per adult) $125 (per person) $150 (per person)      

April 1st                    $75 $50 $100 $150 

May 15th $75     $50 $100 (Due May 15
th
)  $150  (Due May 15

th
) 

Balance Due @ Camp $50 $25 * * 

* ALL HIGH ADVENTURE FEES MUST BE PAID IN FULL BY May 15
th

, 2011.* 
 

ANY PERSONS ADDED AFTER THE MAY 15
TH

 DEADLINE WILL HAVE A $25.00 PER PERSON LATE FEE ADDED. 

SUBTRACTIONS FROM HIGH ADVENTURE PROGRAMS AFTER MAY 15
TH

 WILL HAVE A $25.00 FEE PER DROP. 

SEND ALL PAYMENTS TO:  
 

BUFFALO TRAIL COUNCIL, BSA 

1101 W. TEXAS  

MIDLAND, TX 79701  
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REFUND POLICY 
¶ $250 BTSR reservation fee is NON-REFUNDABLE if the unit does not attend camp.  This deposit is applied to the unitôs total camp fee. 

¶ $500 Cavalcade deposit is NON-REFUNDABLE if the unit does not attend camp.  This deposit is applied to the unitôs total Cavalcade fees. 

¶ Cavalcade fees are non-refundable and non-transferable to other camp programs.  They are transferable to another participant in Cavalcade. 

¶ The first payment for Base Camp, Outback, Mountain Man, Circle H, or Cavalry participants is non-refundable after May 15
th

.  After May 15
th

, 
only fees paid beyond the initial payment are refundable.  These fees may also be transferred to another participant within the unit. 

¶ Refund requests prior to May 15
th

 must be in writing and postmarked by May 15
th

 and sent to payment address.   

¶ Refund requests after May 15
th

 must be in writing and are due at Sunday check-in with the business manager.   

¶ Refund requests submitted after camp will be considered only for personal illness or family emergencies and are due within 10 days following 
the end of Troopôs session of camp.   

¶ All refunds are payable to the unit and will not be mailed until the camp season is over.  Checks will be mailed no later than October 31. 

¶ Please make efforts not to OVER pay prior to arriving to camp.  The final payment is due upon arrival, so the unit only has to pay the balance 
due, thus eliminating overpayments and the need for refunds.  Refunds are very time consuming and will not arrive until October, regardless 
of which week the unit attended camp. 

Local Attractions 
 

There are many places to see and things to do in the area surrounding BTSR.  Here are a few items that may 
interest your Troop as you make your plans to travel to the Davis Mountains.  (These may offer great 
opportunities for your Troopôs Thursday night activity.)  Some Troops even travel a day early, stay overnight at 
Balmorhea State Park, and enjoy some of the surrounding tourist attractions. 
 

Balmorhea State Park: 

With a capacity of more than 3 1/2 million gallons, the 
pool has plenty of room for swimmers, while offering a 
unique setting for scuba diving.  Visitors can enjoy 

swimming, picnicking, and camping.  

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/balmorhe/balmorhe.htm 

See Also:  http://www.toyahvale.com 
For information call 432-375-2370 
 

McDonald Observatory:  Enjoy a star party, tours, 
and other events at the observatory under the darkest 
night skies in the U.S. Also enjoy solar viewing 
programs as well as Tuesday, Friday, and Saturday 
evening "Star Parties." 
http://mcdonaldobservatory.org 

Visitor Information Center:  (432) 426-3640 

 

Fort Davis Historical Site: 
Set in the rugged beauty of the Davis Mountains of west Texas, Fort Davis is one of America's best surviving 
examples of an Indian Wars' frontier military post in the Southwest.  Activities include self-guided tours of 
buildings and ruins; hiking on designated nature trails, and picnicking at cottonwoods picnic area.  
   http://www.nps.gov/foda  Visitor Information:  (432) 426-3224 x20 
 

Museum of the Big Bend, Alpine Texas: 
For more than 70 years the Museum of the Big Bend has been collecting and exhibiting artifacts of the vast 
Big Bend region. Encompassing the Davis Mountains to the north and the borderlands of Mexico, the Big Bend 
has been inhabited for over 11,000 years.  http://www.sulross.edu/~museum/ Visitor Information:  (432) 
837-8143 
 

http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/park/balmorhe/balmorhe.htm
http://www.toyahvale.com/
http://mcdonaldobservatory.org/
http://www.nps.gov/foda
http://www.sulross.edu/~museum/
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Marfa Lights: 
Marfa's Mystery Lights are unexplained light sources that appear almost nightly. First reported by early settlers 
in 1883, they are best seen from the viewing area located approximately 9 miles east of town on Hwy 90. 
Although theories abound, no explanation can be verified, thus making the Lights a great mystery for locals, 
scientists and tourists. 
   http://www.marfachamberofcommerce.com/ 
 

Big Bend National Park:   
Big Bend is one of the largest and least visited of America's national parks. Over 800,000 acres await your 
exploration and enjoyment. From an elevation of less than 2,000 feet along the Rio Grande to nearly 8,000 
feet in the Chisos Mountains, Big Bend includes massive canyons, vast desert expanses, and the entire 
Chisos Mountain range. 
   http://www.nps.gov/bibe/home.htm Park information:  (432) 477-2251 

Nearby Communities 
 

Balmorhea - A small community located just off of I-10.  Only 25 miles from camp, the town offers several small 
restaurants, a couple of gas stations, a hotel, and two small grocery stores.  Population 750.  Balmorhea State Park and 

Balmorhea Lake can be found near this community.  www.toyahvale.com  
 

Fort Davis ï Located only 25 miles South of BTSR, Fort Davis has much to offer.  Several restaurants, grocery stores, 
hotels and RV parks, as well as the historical landmark that is the townôs namesake can all be found here.  Population 

1,000.  www.fortdavis.com  
 

Alpine ï Sul Ross State University calls Alpine home and is about 60 miles away from BTSR.  Museums, art galleries, 
several fast food chain restaurants, laundromats, hotels, RV Parks, Amtrak train station, some great local restaurants, 

Alco store, gas stations, and much more can be found in Alpine.  Population 5,700.  www.alpinetexas.com  
 

Pecos ï Only 45 miles north of camp off of I-20, Pecos is home to the closest Wal-Mart!  Here you will find several chain 
fast food restaurants, gas stations, grocery stores, museums, a small zoo, and even a golf course.  Population 9,500.  

www.pecostx.com  
 

Traveling To BTSR 
 

CARS 
 Most Troops travel to BTSR in cars or vans.  Please be aware of how many vehicles you bring to camp as parking 
is extremely limited.   
 

BUS 
 Some Troops may choose to charter a bus and save the hassle of being behind the wheel!  Contact your local 
charter bus company to make arrangement for this mode of transportation.  This is ideal for larger Troops traveling long 
distances.  You may want to check and see if another Troop in your area is coming to camp the same week you are and 
split the costs with them!  BTSR has plenty of room for a bus to navigate at the entrance, unload, etc. 
 

FLY 

 The nearest commercial airport is about 150 miles away in Midland-Odessa. www.midlandinternational.com 

American Eagle, Continental, and Southwest are the scheduled carriers. El Paso International Airport is about 205 miles 
from the camp, with most major airlines offering service to and from El Paso. For private aircraft there is the well-equipped 
Alpine-Casparis Municipal Airport (432) 837-5929 is on Texas 118 about 50 miles south of BTSR, and the Marfa's City 
Airport is on Hwy 17 about 40 miles south of BTSR (432) 729-3102. 
 

http://www.marfachamberofcommerce.com/
http://www.nps.gov/bibe/home.htm
http://www.toyahvale.com/
http://www.fortdavis.com/
http://www.alpinetexas.com/
http://www.pecostx.com/
http://www.midlandinternational.com/
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TRAIN 
 Amtrak makes its only regular stop between El Paso and Del Rio in Alpine, coming through town 3 times a week 

both east and west bound. Amtrak's schedules and rates are on their web site at www.amtrak.com or by calling 800-872-
7245.  
 

RENTAL VEHICLES 
 Auto rentals are available at Alpine Auto Rental, 704 E. Hancock Avenue, Alpine Texas. 8am to 5pm (432) 837-
3463 FAX (432) 837-5663.  Scheduled bus service is available in Alpine (432) 837-5302.  There are several rental 
companies available at the Midland International Airport.  www.midlandinternational.com 
 

CAMPING.   

 Camp Facilities 
CAMPSITES  
 Nestled on the side of Forbidden Mountain can be found 19 campsites for traditional tent camping.  Each site has 
a small covered pavilion with picnic table and is a short distance away from latrine and shower facilities.  All of the latrines 
are modern facilities with year round potable water, commodes, urinals, showers with hot water, and separate facilities for 
men, women, and youth. 
 

 It is recommended that Troops do not bring the ñ10 pennyò type stakes for tents you bring to camp.  Heavy duty 

stakes and large hammers will make setting up your campsite much easier!  (The ground at BTSR is unforgiving in 
most spots!)  Some heavy-duty stakes are available at the Quartermaster, but numbers are limited, so plan accordingly. 
 

RV PARKING 
 No RV parking is available to BTSR participants 
 

CAMP BUILDINGS  
 

Latrines ï WB Stowe, Alpine, & Pool.  All of the latrines are modern facilities with commodes, urinals, showers with hot 

water, and separate facilities for men, women, and youth.  The shower facility at the pool is only five years old! 
 

Health Lodge ï This two-story facility offers 14 bunks and a restroom with shower for female staff lodging (upstairs).  

Downstairs is a kitchen, a ward for first aid needs, two bedrooms, and bathroom with shower.  Camp Medic lives on site. 

 

Dining Hall ï The air-conditioned dining hall can seat 300 people on picnic style tables.  The kitchen has commercial 

gas stoves and ovens, food preparation areas, plenty of utensils and cooking supplies, a dry goods storage area, 
commissary, dish washing room, two walk-in refrigerators and one freezer, sleeping quarters for cooks, and a small 
restroom.  A covered sidewalk borders the outer wall of the dining hall, and an ADA compliant handicap ramp offers 
access for wheelchairs to the Dining Hall as well as Buffalo Hall and the Handicraft Hut. 
 

Buffalo Hall ï Also known as camp Headquarters, Buffalo Hall offers a large, open, indoor area for large gatherings or 

meetings.  Folding tables and chairs are available and can be set up to accommodate 200 persons.  There is a working 
fireplace, display cases, and wild animal trophies adorning the walls.  Restrooms are also available inside this facility.  The 
front porch offers a great view of Forbidden Mountain with bench seating extending across the entire front side. 
 

Camp Office - The Headquarters area of Buffalo Hall can be found on the east side of the building.  Here can be found 

the Rangerôs office and the central office for the camp.  This office houses the camp phone, controls for the camp PA 
system, lost and found, Troop mailboxes, and areas for the camp clerk, camp director, program director, and business 
managers to conduct business during the summer season. 

 

http://www.amtrak.com/stations/alp.html
http://www.midlandinternational.com/
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Jersey Lilly Trading Post - Also a part of Buffalo Hall is the Jersey Lilly Trading Post.  This facility sells T-shirts, 

camping supplies, hiking staves, craft items, maps of the ranch, merit badge related supplies, various Scout books and 
merit badge pamphlets, BTSR souvenirs, and of course the freezers are full of drinks and ice cream and the shelves are 
stocked with candy and snacks! 
 

***NEW FACILITIES*** Over the past few years, the Buffalo Trail Council has invested in a variety of new facilities.  

They include a new pool house and refurbished swimming pool deck and plumbing.  A great addition to our fine camp, 
they greatly improved the facilities at one of the most popular areas on camp.  New in 2011, a BRAND NEW addition to 
the shooting range was constructed.  Courtesy of the NRA, our participants for shooting sports programs have a state of 
the art facility for rifle and shotgun merit badges.  Also, expansion in the backcountry has allowed us to update and make 
use of cabins,trails, and other facilities at both the Circle H and Cavalry Camp headquarters 
 

PROGRAM AREAS 

 

ñMerit Badge Areasò ï Each site has covered picnic tables and enough outdoor space to put up a campsite and conduct 
instructional activities.   
 

George Friday Handicraft Hut ï Named after our very own nationally recognized expert woodcarver, this hut is used for 
all of our handicraft merit badges. 
 

Shooting Sports - The newest facility on camp offers an outstanding shooting experience for all boys.  Both archery and 
rifle ranges offer covered seating and teaching areas.    Both ranges are 50ô NRA and BSA certified ranges to be used for 
archery, BB, .22 rifles, 20-guage shotguns, or black-powder rifle shooting programs.  The rifle range was just remodeled in 
late 2010! 

 

Corrals - BTSR owns and operates dozens of horses and mules to be used for horsemanship merit badge and the 
Cavalcade program.  At the corrals, riding activities and merit badge instruction are available for Scouts and Scouters of all 
ages.  Trained wranglers encourage every camper to ride and learn.  The tack shed, hay barn, shade tree covered picnic 
tables, corral, and individual pens are all located together on the east side of camp.     
 

Parade Ground ï This is the grassy area found in front of our Dining Hall.  This is the primary assembly point of the camp 
where the colors are raised and lowered.  A new flagpole and flag ceremony slab stands in front of the grassy area and the 
Scout Law lines the fence in the background.  Here you will also find lots of picnic tables for your troop to enjoy! 
 

Amphitheater - Our amphitheater offers an excellent view of the side of Forbidden Mountain.  Just on the other side of the 
creek from the campsites, the amphitheater is a man-made stone semicircle carved into the side of a mountain, with 
enough seating for 350.  This is an ideal spot for campfires, ceremonies, as well a chance to just see and hear the beauty 
of the ranch.  Our opening camp show and closing awards campfire and OA callout ceremonies are held here. 
 

Rock Range - One of the most popular attractions among young boys is the Rock Range.  The only place on the ranch 

where rocks can be thrown, a Scout can test their aim at the fixed targets we have in place.  Helmets must be worn by 
any participant at the Rock Range.  These can only be checked out at the camp office.  Leaders, you are the Rock 
Range Directors, so please help us keep this a safe activity! 
 

Pool - Our Swimming Pool is a 25-meter pool with a 10 ft deep end attached to the side.  This gives our pool a unique t-
shape and plenty of space for beginning swimmers and experienced swimmers to test their skills.  Immediately behind the 
pool is a newer restroom facility with separate heated showers as well as restroom/ changing rooms.  Separate locking 
rooms allow private areas for youth and adults, male or female.  (Adults may also use the facilities in the Old Folks Home 
to change & shower.) 
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Your Week at BTSR 
 

ADULT LEADERSHIP 
 ALL TRIPS TO BTSR MUST BE UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF TWO ADULT LEADERS.  THE UNIT LEADER IS 

AT LEAST 21 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER AND A REGISTERED MEMBER OF THE BSA.  THE SECOND ADULT MAY 

BE A REGISTERED SCOUTER 18 YEARS OF AGE OR OLDER, OR A PARENT OF A PARTICIPATING SCOUT.  
LEADERS MAY ROTATE IF NECESSARY, BUT AT LEAST TWO ADULTS MUST BE WITH THE TROOP 24 HOURS A 

DAY.  ONE OF THESE ADULTS MUST HAVE CURRENT CERTIFICATION IN YOUTH PROTECTION TRAINING. 
 

TDH REQUIREMENTS FOR ADULT LEADERSHIP 
 On April 16, 2006, the state of Texas passed into law new regulations that affect the Texas Youth Camps Safety 
and Health Act.  These new laws affect all licensed youth camps in the state of Texas, including Boy Scout summer camps 
and Cub Scout day camps.  As a result, there is a change of policy for all leaders and adults attending any of the Buffalo 
Trail Council Camps this summer.  Also, there is a required form and supporting documentation that must be turned in by 
ALL adult participants at BTSR.  Please see page 65 in the forms section for more information and the required form. 
 

INSURANCE AND TOUR PERMIT 
 ALL TROOPS ATTENDING BUFFALO TRAIL SCOUT RANCH MUST HAVE A TOUR 
PERMIT AND PROOF OF ACCIDENT INSURANCE FROM YOUR COUNCIL, PRIOR TO 
REGISTRATION AT CAMP.  COPIES MUST BE PROVIDED AT CHECK-IN.  
 

TRANSPORTATION 
 Each troop is responsible for transportation to and from camp. Parking is limited, so please limit the number of 
vehicles that a unit brings to camp.  NOTE:  ONLY camp owned vehicles are permitted on the upper level campsite roads!  
Please do not bring additional equipment.  We are limited by out mountain environment on how many troop trailers we can 
accommodate.  Please put on your special request form if you cannot be in a upper camp site which cannot accommodate 
trailers.   
 
 Charter busses are ideal for large groups or for groups traveling long distances.  Troops using charter buses need 
to advise the camp in order that arrangements can be made for transporting equipment to your campsite.  
 

ARRIVAL  
 Camp arrival is scheduled from 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM Sunday. You will have sufficient time to check-in and setup 

camp, even with a 3:00 PM arrival. CAMP PERSONNEL CANNOT ACCOMMODATE UNSCHEDULED EARLY 

ARRIVALS. The Camp Staff is in meetings and is preparing for your arrival before 1:00.  If your plans call for an early 
arrival you must notify the Camp Director in advance.  (See Saturday arrival procedures below.)   
 
 You will be met at the gate by a camp staff member upon arrival and will be given directions for parking and 
unloading equipment.  A tour guide will be assigned to you and he/she will help you get settled and started on your 
summer camp adventure.  (Please see Tour Guide Checklist found in the forms section.) 
 

SATURDAY ARRIVALS 
 As mentioned above, early arrivals on Sunday cannot be accommodated due to a tight schedule and staff 
meetings that take place prior to camperôs arrivals.  There are several public and private campgrounds in the immediate 
area.  Including Pecos, Balmorehea and Fort Davis, TX 
 

 We do allow troops with religious restrictions to arrive on Saturdays.  Please note NO staff will be on site, NO 
meals are provided, ALL campers must remain across the creek in the campsite areas (unless the Troop is taking a trip to 
town).  It is recommended that you stay at one of the local campgrounds that can provide full service if possible. 
 

 *Please contact the Camp Director with any questions regarding this new procedure. 
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PARKING 
 PARKING IS NOT PERMITTED IN THE CAMP SITES. All vehicles 
must be parked in the parking area along the road unless exempted by the 
Camp Director.  This is for you and your boysô safety!  Certain vehicles 
approved by the Camp Director will be allowed to tow Troop trailers and 
equipment to campsites, but must be promptly moved after equipment is 
unloaded.  Some vehicles are not capable of navigating our roads, so this 
policy is a must.  Thank you for your cooperation.   

 

CAMP TOUR 
 Your group will be given a tour of BTSR by one of our staff members.  Your Troop will get to see the program 
areas, campsites, and camp facilities on this tour.  The first stop on the tour will include your Troop photo and will end with 
your swim checks at the pool (if your Troop has not done pre-camp swim tests).  See Camp Tour checklist in the forms 
section.  

 

REGISTRATION & CHECK IN 
 After your Troop is led into camp and you are given your tour guide, your first stop will be at the camp office.   
Please leave the adult leader responsible for registration and fee payment at the office to complete this process.   Please 
bring all payment records, receipts, pre-registration, health forms, official rosters, tour permit, proof of insurance, the 
current Leaderôs Guide, and all other pertinent paperwork.  (See checklists in the forms section) 

 

CAMPSITES 
 Each Troop will be assigned one of the 19 campsites prior to arrival at BTSR.  The Camp Commissioner will make 
these assignments based on a Troopôs size and the size of the campsite.  Special requests can be made in advance, but 
there are no guarantees that the request can be accommodated.  BTSR has to ensure that Troops are assigned to sites 
that will fit their sizes best. 
 
 Each campsite includes a covered picnic table area, and a set amount of space to set up tents, patrol areas, etc.  
Troops may elect to bring their own tents, or rent BSA wall tents from BTSR.  (See tent rental information.)  There are no 
platforms available and be prepared to fight the rocky dirt to hammer stakes into the ground.  A supply of mini-sledge 
hammers for the Troop will be worth the space to pack them to camp! 
 

HIGH ADVENTURE CAMPSITE 
 A special campsite has been designated for use by participants of BTSRôs many High Adventure Programs.  This 
area is made up of several large army tents.  Troops can send all of their youth and adult High Adventure participants to 
sleep here for the two nights they are in base camp (Sunday night and Friday night).  This procedure was put in place in 
2007 and worked well to help alleviate crowding in the Troop campsites and to help accommodate Troops coming to 
BTSR with nothing but High Adventure participants.  Plan ahead and have your participantôs gear set aside and ready to be 
carried to the site upon arrival to BTSR.   
 

LEADERôS MEETINGS 
 A meeting of troop leaders and camp staff is held Sunday during the evening meal.  This group will eat in Buffalo 
Hall, while the rest of camp is in the Dining Hall. Special announcements concerning the camp, its policies, procedures, 
and emergency alarm systems will be included in this meeting.  Any specific questions you have about camp operation will 
be answered so it is very important that the Scoutmaster or an adult in charge and the Senior Patrol Leader attend. 
 

  

A SCOUT IS REVERENT 
 Religious services will be conducted on Sunday and Wednesday evening of each week of camp, in order that 
Scouts, leaders, and staff may worship.  A Chapel is located at camp for meditations or troop services. Anyone interested 
in assisting in these services is encouraged to do so.  Please check with the Camp Chaplain or the Program Director. 
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SWIM CHECKS 

 Leaders and youth will be issued "buddy tags" at the pool following swim-checks.  Each Scout and leader that 
plans on participating in ANY activity at the pool during the week will be required to take a swimming test upon arrival to 
determine his/her swim classification.  Troops are strongly encouraged to complete swim checks prior to arrival to BTSR.  
This will save a ton of time on Sunday! See the forms section for details. 
 

SHOWERS AND LATRINES 
 In compliance with BSA Youth Protection Guidelines, youth and adult as well as male and female rest rooms and 
showers are provided throughout camp. Locations that do not have separate facilities will have posted times or signs. 
Please review scheduled times with all members of the troop. The Camp Commissioner will post a schedule for latrine 
duty at each facility. Cleaning materials will be at each facility and additional materials may be obtained from the Camp 
Quartermaster. The Camp Director and Camp Commissioner ask for cooperation in these matters. 
 

VISITORS 
 Visitors are welcome at camp on any day with Friday being visitorôs day.  Parents are encouraged to visit camp on 
Friday afternoon and evening.  The Dining Hall Staff will serve a meal to campers and visitors, with the visitors' meals 
costing $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for children under 10.  Please inform the Business Manager by Wednesday of the week 
you plan to come with the number of visitors you expect.  Tickets for visitors' meals may be purchased at the Jersey Lily 
Trading Post. 
 

YOUNGER SIBLINGS IN CAMP 
Children are welcome only on Visitorôs Day (Friday). 

 

BRANDING AT BTSR 
 BTSR has its very own registered brand that is used to mark and identify our 
livestock.  Friday afternoon from 3:00 ï 5:00 pm, we will have the branding station open at 
the shop for you to bring your items to be branded!  We will only brand items purchased from 
the Jersey Lilly Trading Post.  (Itôs hard to explain to a mom why those $100 tennis shoes 
came back home from camp flame broiled!)  
 

ORDER OF THE ARROW CALL-OUT 
 Each troop wishing to have candidates called-out for OA must present a unit election form and a callout 
permission letter from your local council, with the appropriate signatures, upon check-in on Sunday.  Buffalo Trail Council 
Troops must have a Tatanka Lodge #141 Call Out Report. 
 

 Out-of-Council troops must provide a letter from its local Scout Executive, or designee, approving candidates to be 
called-out that are listed on the form suggested above. This is a National Order of the Arrow policy; we are attempting to 
comply with and ask for your cooperation. If you have any questions, please contact your Council office for the Lodge 
Advisor's phone number. Election forms and letters may be filed with the camp prior to arrival, at check-in or with the camp 
chief.  All forms must be received by lunch on Tuesday for the callout on Friday. 
 

WILD ANIMALS 
 Summer camp is an outdoor experience, and as such, we are visitors to the 
campôs natural area.  As Scouts, we must remember to live up to the Outdoor Code 
and be ñconsiderate in the outdoors.ò  Throwing rocks at or attempting to catch 
animals such as rabbits, snakes, armadillos, skunks, etc, is not only dangerous to the 
animal, but to campers as well.  Please report any troubles with snakes or other 
animals to the camp maintenance staff immediately. 
  
ñSkunkzillaò is a longtime resident of BTSR and a common visitor to Troop sites in 
the middle of the night!  He is looking for food and usually finds it.  PLEASE do not 
store any food or snacks in any tents or sleeping areas at any time.  Remind your 
boys of this and lock up all food items outside of living areas and keep your 
campsites litter free! 


